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Introduction 

This document has been prepared as a guide for individuals and entities who are interested in purchasing 

Credits from the SCS Global Registry for offset or investment purposes.  A flow diagram is provided to 

walk Purchasers through the process, followed by a summary of instructions and information relevant to 

each step in the process. 

For a guide to terms used in documents referenced in this document, see the Registry Glossary of Terms. 

Use the SCS Global Registry “Offset Your Footprint” or “Invest in Solutions” pages for downloading and 

submitting documents. 

  

https://www.scsglobalregistry.org/offset-your-footprint
https://www.scsglobalregistry.org/invest-solutions
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Figure 1. Purchaser Process Flow Chart 
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Application to Open an Account 

• For offset credits, visit the Offset Your Footprint Registry website page.  For investment credits,  

visit the Invest in Solutions Registry website page.   

• Complete the online application form  

• The Registry will review the application and send introductory materials 

Sign Agreement 

• Download and review the Purchaser Agreement, then sign and submit.  

• The Registry will execute the agreement and open your Registry Account. You will receive 

Registry Account credentials and access. 

Establish Your Footprint 

• Your annual climate footprint is your contribution to global radiative forcing (RF) over a 12-

month period, based on your organization’s activities, use of energy and resources, supply 

chains, and products. If you already have a carbon footprint, this can be translated into the 

more comprehensive climate footprint. Contact us for details.  

View Projects on Portal 

• View approved Projects and available credits on the Registry Projects Portal. The Registry lists 

two types of credits: Estimated Radiative Forcing Units (ERFUs) and Verified Radiative Forcing 

Units (VRFUs) 

o ERFU credits are available for purchase on a pre-sale basis when a Project Plan is initially 

validated. They cannot be retired until the project undergoes verification, at which time 

they automatically convert to verified credits. 

o VRFU credits area available for purchase once a Project has been verified. They are sold 

by vintage year. 

Purchase ERFU or VRFU Credits 

• Buy ERFUs and VRFUs through the Registry Projects Portal. (ERFUs are investment credits that 

support projects, but cannot be used as offsets until converted to VRFUs.) 

• The Registry will update your Registry Account and issue a Certificate of Purchase providing a 

unique identifier and details related to the Project and your purchased credits. 

• If your credits are to be retired as offsets, then your annual climate footprint will be adjusted to 

reflect the purchased vintage.  The Registry Projects Portal will reflect this change.   

Receive Annual Project Updates 

• The Registry will forward updates from the Project to your Registry Account page informing you 

of the status the project, and any conversions from ERFUs to VRFUs 

https://www.scsglobalregistry.org/offset-your-footprint
https://www.scsglobalregistry.org/invest-solutions
https://www.scsglobalregistry.org/contact


 

 
Version 1-0 (November 2022) | © SCS Global Registry Page 4 of 4 

 

 

Repetition as Desired 

Purchasers may repeat these steps every year to invest in new vintage credits, or to continue offsetting 

your footprint.  
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